
Cape Cod Art Center Camera Club 

1/4/2021 2021 Category Definitions Page 1 of 3 

2021 Category Definitions 

See also the Rules document for additional requirements 

Open 
An Open category will be included in every competition. “Open” means that just about 
anything goes – from straight photography to photo-based digital art. You can submit a 
portrait or landscape straight out of the camera, a psychedelic multi-layered composited 
extravaganza, or something in between. All elements must be 100% the maker's work and 
derived from a photograph. Non-photographic elements like drawings are not allowed. 
Textures are permitted as long as they are based on an image captured by the maker.   

Travel 
A travel image expresses the characteristic features or culture of a land as they are found 
naturally. There are no geographic limitations. Images from events or activities arranged 
specifically for photography, or of subjects directed or hired for photography are not 
appropriate. Close-up pictures of people or objects must include features that provide 
information about the environment. Since travel photography is used mostly in 
photojournalism or for illustration, there will be a bias in judging toward photo realism. Minimal 
compositing is allowed as long as it does not change the probable truth of an image and 
appears realistic. For example, you can add a sailboat to a picture of a lighthouse, but not 
palm trees if none exist in reality.  Sky replacements, exposure blending and HDR are also 
allowed. Images may be monochrome or color. Infrared, extreme colors, and any obvious 
manipulation are unlikely to score well and are therefore not recommended. 

Monochrome 
A monochrome image has only a single color and its various shades, plus white. The most 
common example is black and white. Sepia and blue are also used fairly frequently. You can 
use whatever color you want, but you're probably better off sticking with tradition. Any subject 
works for this category. Other the limit on color, the processing is up to you, including sky 
replacements and other compositing. 

Blue Hour 
The blue hour is the part of twilight that occurs about a half hour before sunrise and half hour 
after sunset when the sun is below the horizon and the light has a blue-ish cast. Images in 
this category will most likely include landscapes, cityscapes or other outdoor scenics, but may 
also include images shot from indoors looking out, such as a view from a window or open 
door. The emphasis is on the outdoor light. Streetlights, lighthouses and homes or other 
buildings with lights on can make a nice contrast and add a bit of sparkle to your image. The 
distant glow on the horizon may be used as backlighting to create a silhouette. The moon is 
often visible during the blue hour and can create a strong focal point. Compositing is not 
allowed except for exposure blending. Minimal movement of elements within a picture is okay, 
but compositing elements from one or more images is not permitted. For example, you can 
reposition the moon if it goes into a position that could have happened, but you can't add a 
moon from a different image. All elements in the image must have been captured during a 
single shoot.  

https://ccaacc.visualpursuits.com/Downloads/b65645a0-86d1-4832-ac1b-e3e6d4558c50?o=y
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Stormy Weather 
Here's the Wikipedia definition of “storm”: “A storm is any disturbed state of an environment or 
in an astronomical body's atmosphere especially affecting its surface, and strongly implying 
severe weather.” For your submission, think ominous clouds, strong winds, violent waves, 
rain, snow, hail, leaves whipping through the air, tornados...you get the idea. Compositing is 
allowed in this one but be careful. You could lose points if the judge spots it. All elements of 
the image must have been shot by you.  

Action 
The word means “things being done,” and action photography implies things in motion - the 
faster and more dramatic the better for a striking image.  Common subjects are children 
and/or adults having fun, sports, or animals (wildlife or pets) doing things. Locally, this could 
be (but not limited to) a soccer or hockey game, surfers, bicyclists, dogs running or catching a 
ball, birds diving for fish, kids splashing in the waves, a fisherman casting a line, etc. 
Technically, you don't need people or animals, but your image will probably get a better score 
if it has one or the other or both in it. “Action” is also about telling a story and capturing the 
“decisive moment”. Think, plan, anticipate...and put your camera in high-speed drive mode. 
Also, keep it real. No compositing. Images may be black and white or color. 

Antique 
This category is about old things that radiate character. The subject is up to you - furniture, 
cars or other machinery, the antiquity character of buildings or building detail, whatever 
except for people or animals. You can process the image any way you like, but if the image is 
about the processing rather than the “personality” of the thing, then you've missed the mark.  

Minimalism 
Keep it simple. Very simple. Minimalism is all about a clean and sparse design. It often has an 
abstract feel to it, emphasizing point, line, shape, and very precise composition. The use of 
negative space and an isolated element is common (e.g., small white cloud against a large 
blue sky), as well as strong color and contrast. Any subject can be photographed in the 
minimalist style. Processing-wise, anything goes, but remember that less is more in 
minimalism. Or as Henry David Thoreau said, “Simplify, simplify, simplify!” And as Ralph 
Waldo Emerson replied, “You mean 'simplify'.”  

Street Photography 
For our purposes, street photography is defined as candid, slice-of-life photography in an 
outdoor public space such as a street, park, beach, etc. Shots taken in your yard or other 
private setting are not eligible. The subject should be clearly visible, and the image should 
capture a moment, such as an action, story or gesture. Think of it as similar to nature 
photography, but with people in a human environment. Since it's a documentary form of 
photography, processing should be kept to a minimum. Composites or moving elements 
around within the picture are not allowed. It's okay to crop and remove minor distractions, but 
don't alter the basic truth of the scene. 

Lit from Behind 
The direction of light has a huge impact on the look of your images. Backlit images can be 
dull and boring or full of intense color and contrast. On solid subjects, backlighting can create 
silhouettes and/or dramatic shadows and highlights. Backlighting on translucent subjects like 
leaves, flower petals or stained glass can create beautiful glowing colors. The subject is up to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Severe_weather
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you and your creativity. How you process the light and color is up to you, but we are looking 
for some “truth” to the scene. Sky replacements and other compositing are not allowed. 
Removing elements via Spot Removal tool or similar tools is okay, but you can't move 
elements in the scene. 

Nature 
We follow the PSA definition. You can read it here. In short, nature images may include 
landscapes, geologic formations, weather, animals and plants as the primary subject matter. 
Images may be taken in the wild, zoos, game farms, botanical gardens, aquariums and any 
enclosure where the subjects are totally dependent on man for food. Human elements must 
not be present, except where those human elements are integral parts of the nature story 
such as nature subjects, like barn owls or storks, adapted to an environment modified by 
humans, or where those human elements are in situations depicting natural forces, like 
hurricanes or tidal waves. 

https://psa-photo.org/index.php?nature-nature-definition

